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“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such  
the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,  

and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” (Rev. 20:6) 
 
 
When Jesus returns there will only be two groups of people on this earth: those who have chosen His 
side, and those who have fought against Him. The first group will be "caught up together with them 
[i.e. those who died in Christ and are now resurrected] in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
thus we shall always be with the Lord" (1 Thess. 4:17). The other group of people will die; "they will 
be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and will be shut up in the prison; after 
many days they will be punished" (Is. 24:22). Not until after the 1000 years will the ungodly wake up 
and face the final judgement. 
 
 

Satan Bound 
 
John writes: "Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and 
a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, 
and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set 
a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But 
after these things he must be released for a little while." (Rev. 20:1-3). 
 
This is a description of what will happen on earth when Jesus has gathered His people from and leads 
them through the gates of heaven. All the ungodly are dead (see Rev. 19:21, 15). The earth is then 
completely waste. There is not a single living person left. "And at that day the slain of the Lord shall 
be from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, or gathered, or 
buried; they shall become refuse on the ground." (Jer. 25:33). 
 
The only ones left are Satan and the angels that joined him in his rebellion against God. Through the 
prophet Isaiah God describes this situation:  
 
"How you are fallen from heaven, o Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, 
you who weakened the nations! [comp. Hebr. 2:14-15 and John 8:34].  
 
"For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north, I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.'  
 
"Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. ... All the kings of the nations, 
all of them, sleep in glory, everyone in his own house; but you are cast out of your grave like an 
abominable branch, like the garment of those who are slain, thrust through with a sword, who go 
down to the stones of the pit, like a corpse trodden underfoot. You will not be joined with them in 
burial, because you have destroyed your land and slain your people." (Is. 14:12-20). 
 
Thus Satan will be "bound" to the waste and desolate earth for 1000 years. There are no human beings 
left that he may seduce, and he has no other place to go. The only thing he can do is to view the result 
of the destruction and the rebellion he led. 
 
The term "bottomless pit" refers to the chaotic and dark earth. Jeremiah describes the condition of the 
earth as follows: "I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void [comp. Gen. 1:2]; and 
the heavens, they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, and all the hills 



moved back and forth. I beheld, and indeed there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens had 
fled. I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a wilderness, and all its cities were broken down at the 
presence of the Lord, by His fierce anger. For thus says the Lord: "The whole land shall be desolate; 
yet I will not make a full end..."" (Jer. 4:23-27). 
 
But "after these things", after those 1000 years, "he [Satan] must be released for a little while" (Rev. 
20:3). We shall soon see what will then take place. 
 
 

God's People in Heaven 
 
While the earth is waste and desolate God's people is in heaven. They have heard the invitation: 
"Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." (Matt. 25:34). They have been given access to the Garden of Eden, which Adam and Eve had 
to leave because of sin (Gen. 3:24), and they may eat from the tree of life. "Blessed and holy is he who 
has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years." (Rev. 20:6). 
 
John says that he "saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgement was committed to them. And I 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God... 
And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years." (Rev. 20:4). 
 
It is not those who are saved that will now be judged. That judgement was completed before the return 
of Christ (Rev. 22:12). Those who have said yes to God's offer of salvation have been forgiven, and 
their sins have been wiped out. Jesus carried away their sins, and His righteousness has been ascribed 
to them. God's people have already been before the judgement, because they have given their case to 
God, and He has declared them to be righteous. 
 
Peter writes: "For the time has come for judgement to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with 
us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?" (1 Pet. 4:17). Those people, 
who would not accept God's offer of salvation, will have to harvest the fruit of their deeds themselves. 
They have to carry the punishment for their sins themselves. It is the judgement of these people that 
will take place in heaven during the 1000 years. 
 
"Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? ... Do you not know that we shall judge 
angels?" (1 Cor. 6:2.3). The final judgement, where the penalty will be fulfilled, takes place after the 
1000 years. This will include both men and Satan and his angels. We read about the latter group: "And 
the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own habitation, He has reserved in 
everlasting chainsi under darkness for the judgment of the great day." (Jude 6). 
 
The judgement will be according to God's word and His holy law, and the penalty of every person, 
which is meted out according to his or her deeds, will be written in the books (see Rev. 20:12). 
Questions about why somebody is not in heaven, and why others are there, will be answered. That is 
why we are told: "Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comesii, who will both bring 
to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts; and then each one's praise 
will come from God." (1 Cor. 4:5). 
 
 

The New Jerusalem 
 
John continues to describe his vision: "Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." (Rev. 21:2). After the 1000 
years Jesus will again return to the earth, followed by all the delivered and multitudes of angels. They 
will enter the holy city, where "the tabernacle of God is" (v.3). 
 



Then the words of Isaiah will be fulfilled: "In that day the Branch of the Lord [Christ] shall be 
beautiful and glorious; and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel 
who have escapediii. And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and he who remains in 
Jerusalem will be called holy - everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem." (Is.4:2-3). 
God's people are victors. They have had their sins wiped out, and neither sin nor death have power 
over them any more. They can be "called holy". 
 
John says the city he saw, had "the glory of God. And her light was like a most precious stone... Also 
she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates...: three gates on the 
east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. ... And the 
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones... And the twelve 
gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, 
like transparent glass." (Rev. 21:11-14, 19, 21). 
 
When God's people enter the city a song will be sung: "Open the gates, that the righteous nation which 
keeps the truth may enter iniv." (Is. 26:2). "But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or 
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life." (Rev. 
21:27). 
 
 

The Mount of Olives 
 
"And in that day His [i.e. Christ's] feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the 
east. ... Thus the Lord my God will come, and all the saints with You." (Zech. 14:4,5). We are told that 
Jesus one day will come down to the very same place as from where He once ascended to heaven 
(Acts 1:9, 12). 
 
Some Christians link the event at the Mount of Olives with the second coming of Christ. This 
interpretation contradicts what the Bible teaches elsewhere. Paul clearly writes that Jesus, at His 
second coming, will not come down to the surface of this planet. Instead God's people will meet Him 
in the air (1 Thess. 4:17). 
 
If anyone should walk around on this earth, claiming to be Christ, we may from the word of God know 
that it is a fraud, no matter how many signs and wonder this person would show. "For false christs and 
false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect. See, I have told you beforehand. Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not 
go out; or ''Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east 
and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be." (Matt. 24:24-27). 
 
The event on the Mount of Olives takes place after the 1000 years, when Jesus again returns to the 
earth, and "all the saints" with Him. They will be in the New Jerusalem (see Rev. 20:9), which will 
descend from heaven to earth. “Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (Rev. 21: 2). Where will it end up? 
In the large valley that is made when Jesus places His feet on the Mount of Olives. 
 
"And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the 
Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, making a very large valley; half of the 
mountains shall move toward the north, and half of it toward the south." (Zech. 14:4).  
 
 

Satan's Final Attack 
 
While the delivered are in heaven, and Satan and his angels are on the desolate earth, those people 
who rejected God's offer of salvation sleep the sleep of death. After the 1000 years they will wake up. 
This is the second resurrection. 



 
Again there will be people that Satan may seduce. This is exactly what we are told he will do. "Now 
when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison, and will go out to 
deceive the nations..." (Rev. 20:7-8). These people wake up just as they entered the grave. Thousand 
years in an unconscious state of mind has not changed their character or attitude towards God. They 
have rejected God’s offer of protection, and it is a simple task for Satan to seduce them. Willingly and 
eagerly they follow Satan as he gathers them to a final attack on God and His people. 
 
Satan's rebellion began with a desire to become like God. Even though he was only a created being, an 
"anointed cherub who covers", who even was "on the holy mountain of God", he became jealous of 
Jesus and thought that he himself was better suited for His place in the Godhead. The word of God 
says about him: "You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found 
in you. ... Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of 
your splendour..." (Ezek. 28:14.15.17).  
 
"For you have said in your heart: "I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north, I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High."" (Is. 14:13-14). 
 
Satan broke several of God’s commandments, which are the foundation of His government, and he 
refused to turn away from the way he had begun to walk. "By the abundance of your trading you 
became filled with violence within, and you sinnedv; therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of the 
mountain of God... I cast you to the ground..." (Ezek. 28:16.17). As a sinner Satan and the angels that 
followed him could no longer be in heaven. No sinner can live for ever.  
 
The spiritual battle between Christ and Satan is described in chapter 12 in the book of Revelation: 
"And war broke out in heaven: Michael [Jesus] and His angels fought against the dragon [Satan]; and 
the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven 
any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the devil and Satan, who 
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. ... Therefore 
rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For 
the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time." (v.7-
9.12). 
 
 

Satan Mobilizes His Army 
 
When Satan is released from his "imprisonment" of 1000 years, he goes out "to deceive the nations 
which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose 
number is as the sand of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of 
the saints and the beloved city." (Rev. 20:7-9). Again the desire for the position of Christ and His 
honour is burning in Satan’s heart. In front of millions of people he comes against the New Jerusalem 
to besiege the city and conquer it. 
 
But God knows it all. He knows the end from the beginning, and when the multitude gathers around 
Jerusalem, He will fulfil His righteous judgement upon them.  "My determination is to gather the 
nations to My assembly of kingdoms," He tells us through His prophet, "to pour on them My 
indignation, all my fierce anger; all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of My jealousy." (Zeph. 
3:8) 
 
Through Joel He has said: "For behold, in those days and at that time, when I bring back the captives 
of Judah and Jerusalemvi, I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphatvii: And I will enter into judgment with them there... Let the nations be wakened, and come 
up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. ... Multitudes, 
multitudes in the valley of decision!" (Joel 3:1-2.12.14). 



 
"Indeed they shall surely assemble, but not because of Me. Whoever assembles against youviii shall fall 
for your sake. ... No weapon formed against you shall prosper..." (Is. 54:15.17) The attack of Satan 
and his army will not succeed. Instead they will face the just penalty.  
 
"Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding peoples, when they lay 
siege against Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem a very 
heavy stone for all peoples; all who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all 
nations of the earth are gathered against it. ... It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the 
nations that come against Jerusalem. ... I will cut off the names of the idols from the land, and they 
shall no longer be remembered." (Zech. 12:2-3,9; 13:2) 
 
Through Ezekiel God says: "And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will 
plead My case with you face to face. ... I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who 
transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the country where they sojourn, but they shall not enter 
the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Lord." (Ezek. 20:35.38). 
 
 

Books Opened 
 
John says that he saw "the dead, small and great, standing before God, and booksix were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book of Lifex. And the dead were judged according to their 
works, by the things which were written in the books." (Rev. 20:12). When the books are opened the 
ungodly will remember every sin they have done. "And there you shall remember your ways and all 
your doings with which you were defiled; and you shall loathe yourselves in your own sight because of 
all the evils that you have committed. Then you shall know that I am the Lord..." (Ezek. 20:43-44). 
 
The ungodly will remember how they rejected God's commandments and despised His messengersxi. 
They realize what they could have won if they had chosen God's side in the great battle. But now they 
have to harvest the penalty of eternal perdition instead. They will “loathe” themselves, and realize 
that God's judgement is fair. But this does not mean that they regret their rebellion. Just like Judas 
when he had betrayed Jesus, they regret the consequences of their deeds, not the sin itself. Even 
though they would like to own the New Jerusalem, they have no love for God. 
 
The word of God tells us that letting these people into heaven will do no good. If the penalty for their 
transgressions was removed, they would have done the same again. "Let grace be shown to the wicked, 
yet he will not learn righteousness; in the land of uprightness he will deal unjustly, and will not behold 
the majesty of the Lord. Lord, when Your hand is lifted up, they will not see. But they well see and be 
ashamed for their envy of people; yes, the fire of Your enemies shall devour them." (Is. 26:10-11). 
 
Despite their reluctance towards God and His principles, the ungodly will "know that I am the Lord" 
(Ezek. 20:44), and they must admit that His judgements are just. From the city a song will be heard: 
"Great and marvellous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of 
the saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. For all 
nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgments have been manifested." (Rev. 15:3-4).  
 
 

The Lake of Fire and the Second Death 
 
Satan makes one final attempt to make the multitudes attack the city. But they realize that they have 
lost the battle. Instead they turn against those people who once seemed to be ministers or workers of 
God, but instead have worked in Satan's service to mislead them. "Everyone will seize the hand of his 
neighbour, and raise his hand against his neighbour’s hand." (Zech. 14:13). "Every man's sword will 
be against his brother." (Ezek. 38:21). 
 



Satan's attempt to conquer the New Jerusalem fails, and the nature of sin and its evilness are now fully 
exposed. Hence it is time to fulfil the judgement. "And fire came down from God out of heaven and 
devoured them." (Rev. 20:9). "Surely in that day [when Satan and his army come against God's people 
and surround the city] there shall be a great earthquake... The mountains shall be thrown down, the 
steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground... And I will bring him [Satan] to 
judgment with pestilences and bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops and on the many 
peoples who are with him, flooding rain, great hailstones, fire, and brimstone." (Ezek. 38:19.20.22). 
"Upon the wicked He will rain coals, fire and brimstone and a burning wind; this shall be the portion 
of their cupxii." (Psalm 11:6). 
 
God sends fire from heaven, the same way He once destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah as a 
warning and illustration of the final judgement (see Gen. 19 and Jude 1:7). At the same time the 
mountains fall down, the earth shakes and its surface cracks. Fire comes up from the inner of the earth, 
and the face of the earth is transformed into a burning lake of fire. 
 
"And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. ... But the cowardly, 
unbelieving, abominable, murders, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have 
their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." (Rev. 20:15, 
21:8). 
 
""For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, and all the proud, yea, all who do wickedly will 
be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up," says the Lord of hosts, "That will leave 
them neither root nor branch."" (Mal. 4:1). Satan is the root, and those people who followed him are 
the branchesxiii. All will now get the penalty that has been meted out for them. 
 
""But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings... You 
shall trample the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day that I do this," 
says the Lord." (Mal.4:2.3). God's people will be in safety in the eternal city while all this takes place. 
Because over "he who has part in the first resurrection ... the second death has no power" (Rev. 20:6). 
 
 

An eternal Annihilation 
 
For how long, then, will the ungodly burn? That depends on the penalty they have been meted out. We 
are told that they will be "judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books" (Rev. 20:12). But one thing is certain: No one will burn for ever! Many people believe God's 
penalty to be an everlasting torment in a burning hell. But those who rejects God’s offer of salvation, 
will not inherit an eternal life. Consequently they can not burn for ever. 
 
So what is this penalty in “the lake of fire” all about? It is an eternal annihilation. According to the 
word of God, "the wicked shall perish; and the enemies of the Lord, like the splendour of the 
meadows, shall vanish. Into smoke they shall vanish away." (Psalm 37:20). 
 
"For evildoers shall be cut off; but those who wait on the Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a 
little while and the wicked shall be more; indeed, you will look diligently for his place, but it shall be 
no more." (Psalm 37:9-10). 
 
"They are dead, they will not live; they are deceased, they will not rise. Therefore You have punished 
and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish." (Is. 26:14) 
 
"For the day of the Lord upon all the nations is near; as you have done, it shall be done to you; your 
reprisal shall return upon your own head. For as you drank on My holy mountain, so shall all the 
nations drink continually; yes, they shall drink, and swallow, and they shall be as though they had 
never been." (Ob. 1:15-16). 
 



The greatest and longest penalty will be given to Satan, the leader of the rebellion. Not only will he 
have to pay for his own sins, but he will also have to carry the punishment for all sins done by God's 
people, which they have given to Christ. Now all these sins will be put on Satanxiv. "And the devil, who 
deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone." (Rev. 20:10). 
 
But not even Satan will burn for ever. With reference to the day when he receives the penalty, God 
says to him: "I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings, that they might gaze at you [comp. Is. 
14:16]. You defiled your sanctuaries by the multitude of your iniquities, by the iniquity of your trading; 
therefore I brought fire from your midst; it devoured you, and I turned you to ashes upon the earth in 
the sight of all who saw you. All who knew you among the peoples are astonished at you; you have 
become a horror, and shall be no more forever" (Ezek. 28:17-19). 
 
Sin and sinners will be annihilated from the Universe. Then there will be no more death. "The last 
enemy that will be destroyed is death." (1 Cor. 15:26). "Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake 
of fire." (Rev. 20:14). The consuming fire cleanses the earth from all traces of sin, death, and 
destruction. John describes what will then follow: "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea." (Rev. 21:1). 
 
 

The New Earth 
 
"And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their 
God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." Then He who 
sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new."" (Rev. 21:3-5). 
 
The New Jerusalem, with its streets of "pure gold, like transparent glass" (v.21), is the capital of the 
new earth. "But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the 
city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it, and the 
Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light and the kings of the 
earth bring their glory and honour into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day, there shall be no 
night there." (Rev. 21:22-25). 
 
"Then Jerusalem shall be holy, and no aliens shall ever pass through her again. And it will come to 
pass in that day that the mountains shall drip with new wine, the hills shall flow with milk, and all the 
brooks of Judah shall be flooded with water. A fountain shall flow from the house of the Lord and 
water the Valley of Acacias." (Joel 3:22-23). 
 
"And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which 
bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall 
be in it, and His servants shall serve Him." (Rev. 22:1-3).  
 
What Adam and Eve lost because of disobedience, the delivered will now experience for ever. God's 
purpose with creating the earth and the human kind will then be fulfilled.  
 
"My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places." (Is. 
32:18). 
 
"Violence shall no longer be heard in your land, neither wasting nor destruction within your borders; 
but you shall call your walls Salvation, and your gates Praise." (Is. 60:18). 
 



"The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the 
serpent's food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, says the Lord." (Is. 65:25). 
 
"And the inhabitant will not say, "I am sick"; the people who dwell in it will be forgiven their iniquity." 
(Is. 33:24). 
 
 
 
                                                 
i Comp. Rev. 20:1. Satan and his angels are bound to the desolate earth, and they cannot go anywhere else – to other worlds 
or to heaven (see Rev. 12:12) – to seduce someone. Not until after the 1000 years they will be “released for a little while” 
and they will then face their final judgement. 
 
ii The judgement that will answer all our questions about God’s judgement, will thus takes place after the Second Advent. 
 
iii The name Israel means ”Prince with God” or ”Striver with God”. It was given to Jacob when he “struggled with God and 
with men” and prevailed (Gen. 32:24-30). His battle was a symbol of the battle that God’s people will have to fight in the end 
time. Jacob, or Israel, was the father of the twelve men who became the ancestors to the twelve tribes of Israel. Mainly two of 
these tribes are known today, the tribe of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin. The other ten disappeared after they had been 
conquered and captured by the Assyrians. 
 
As a people the Israelites were chosen only to the extent that they did and continued to do the will of God. When the Jews 
rejected Jesus as the Messiah, they shut themselves out of the kingdom of God. They no longer had any privileges, “for there 
is no partiality with God” (Rom. 2:11), and “there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythians, slave nor free…” (Col. 3:11).  Carnal descent does not make anyone God’s people (John 8:31-34). Israel, the 
chosen people, was a symbol of God’s chosen people through all times and from all nations. “For the Lord does not see as 
man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). God searches the human 
heart and judges it with justice, according to its true character (Matt. 15:8-9 and 22:25-28). “But know that the Lord has set 
apart for Himself him who is godly” (Psalm 4:3). Only those who accepts God’s offer of salvation, fear Him and obey His 
commandments, will constitute God’s true people. Paul writes: “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is that 
circumcision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
Spirit, and not in the letter” (Rom. 2:28-29). 
 
iv ”Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle?” This question is asked in Psalm 15, and the answer is found in many passages 
in the Bible: Psalm 15:2-5, Joel 3:5, Rev. 14:1-5, 22:14, Is. 33:15-16, Psalm 37:29-31, Pro. 2:21, 28:10.18; Is. 57:13, 65:9, 
Psalm 4:4, Jer. 7:5-7, Pro. 2:21, Psalm 69, 37, 1 Pet. 3:10-11, Is. 56:6-7, Psalm 61:6. 
 
v The wages of sin is death, even to Satan and the angels that joined him in his rebellion. Satan once had a high position in 
heaven. He was “the anointed cherub who covers”. “I established you,” God says, and He continues: “You were on the holy 
mountain of God. You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones (comp. the sea of glass in Rev. 4:6). You were 
perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you. By abundance of your trading you became 
filled with violence within, and you sinned; therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of the mountain of God; and I 
destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones.” (Ezek. 28:14-16). God could not allow sin to be in 
heaven. Just as Adam and Eve were shut out of paradise when they disobeyed God and sinned, Satan and his angels were 
thrown out of heaven. Why? God said about the sinful human beings: “Lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of 
life, and eat, and live forever” (Gen. 3:22). The righteous demand of the law requires that the sinner gets his penalty, i.e. 
death. God can not allow sin to exist for ever. The past 6000 years of earth’s history has showed us why. All suffering, grief, 
unrighteousness and misery are a result of the rebellion that Satan started in heaven, and which he continued here on the 
earth. The plan of salvation offers fallen human beings forgiveness for their transgressions, but it also implies a cleansing 
from sinful traits of character. God’s grace (the effect from the Kingdom of Grace) cleanses us from all sin and set us free 
from the slavery of Satan, so that we may be prepared to enter God’s kingdom (the Kingdom of Glory), eat from the tree of 
life and live for ever. But the sin and all sinners, angels as well as humans, must be annihilated. Not until then will all sorrow 
and misery disappear from the universe. 
 
vi When the New Jerusalem comes down from heaven, and Jesus (and His people) come to the earth for the third time. 
 
vii The Valley of Jehoshaphat – comp. “the breadth of the earth” (Rev. 20:9) and the “very large valley” which is formed 
when the Mount of Olives splits in two (Zech. 14:4). 
 
viii God is here talking about the New Jerusalem. See verses 10-14. Verses 11-12 describe the city: “Behold, I will lay your 
stones with colourful gems, and lay our foundations with sapphire. I will make your pinnacles of rubies, our gates of crystal, 
and all your walls of precious stones.” Compare this with John’s description of the city in Rev. 21:18-21: “And the 
construction of its wall was of jasper, and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the city 
were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire…etc.” 
 



                                                                                                                                                         
ix The books that are now opened are the books in which the sins of the ungodly are written down. Here the result from the 
judgement which took place in heaven during those 1000 years is written down. 
 
x The names of God’s people, who had part in the first resurrection, are written in the Book of Life. All their sins have been 
wiped out, and it is written “forgiven” beside their names. 
 
xi Read the parable of the wicked vinedressers in Luke 20:9-16 (Also, comp. Is. 5:1-7. The symbol of the vine yard as God’s 
people was not unfamiliar to the Jews when Jesus told this parable, and the story is just as relevant today). 
 
xii The prophet Obadiah writes: “For the day of the Lord upon all the nations is near; as you have done, it shall be done to 
you; your reprisal shall return upon your own head. For as you drank on my holy mountain, so shall all the nations drink 
continually; yes, they shall drink, and swallow, and they shall be as though they had never been” (Ob.1:15-16). 
 
The punishment is not an eternal burning hell. The ungodly will not inherit eternal life. Consequently they can not burn for 
ever in an eternal hell. The punishment, on the other hand, is eternal. Their reward is eternal perdition and annihilation. Jude, 
the brother of Jesus, refers to the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, which God destroyed with fire and brimstone, as an 
illustration. He writes that these cities “are set forth as an example [the Greek work implying something that is visible], 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire” (Juda 1:7). The sites where these cities ones flourished are now completely burnt out.  
They can not possible be burn any further. But the consequences are eternal; the cities are annihilated, and there are only 
porous layers of ashes left. 
 
Also Rev. 21:4 makes it clear that there will not be an everlasting torment: “And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away.” 
 
xiii Comp. John 15:1-8. Jesus is the tree, and those who follow Him are the branches. 
 
xiv The Day of Atonement, which we may read about in Lev. 16, was an illustration of the last step of God’s plan of salvation 
(or atonement). A goat was chosen by casting lots to be the scapegoat. “But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat 
shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the scapegoat into the wilderness” 
(v.10). This goat would not be slaughtered.  
 
Throughout the year all Israelites were bring their sacrifice (for instance a lamb without blemish) to the Sanctuary when they 
had sinned and regretted their transgression. This lamb they had to kill on the altar that was in the court, in front of the 
tabernacle. But before doing so the guilt of the sinner was transferred to the lamb by him placing his hand on its head. This 
was a symbolic act which pointed towards Jesus, the Lamb of God (John 1:29), who one day in the future would come and 
die for the sins of the whole world. The innocent had to die so that the guilty could be free.  
 
When the lamb was sacrificed, the priest brought some of its blood into the tabernacle and sprinkled it on the veil which 
divided the tent in two departments, the Holy place and the Holiest of All. (The Ark of the Covenant, which contained the 
two stone tablets with the Ten Commandments, was placed in the Holiest of All.) Thus the sin was transferred to the 
Sanctuary. The Day of Atonement was the only day of the year when the high priest was allowed to enter the Holiest of All. 
Also that day a sacrifice was made, and the blood was sprinkled on the Ark of the Covenant in the Holiest of All. Thus 
atonement was made for the Sanctuary. Finally the priest placed his hands on the head of the scapegoat, and thus the sins of 
the whole people were transferred to it. Then the goat was sent into the desert to die. This scapegoat was a symbol of Satan, 
who in the end will have to carry the guilt of all those who have regretted their sins and given themselves to God (just as the 
Israelites had sacrificed the animals). The just requirements of the law will then be fulfilled. 


